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The 2008 Liberal International's Freedom Prize is awarded to Professor Padraig O'Malley in recognition of his achievement of the conflict resolution work in Northen Ireland and South Africa. Mr O'Malley is a professor at the University of Massachusetts Boston who specializes in the problems of divided societies, such as South Africa and Northern Ireland. He has written extensively on these subjects and has been actively involved in promoting dialogue among representatives of differing factions.


O'Malley was named as the university's first John Joseph Moakley Distinguished Professor of International Peace and Reconciliation at the John W. McCormack Graduate School of Policy Studies; a Senior Fellow in the Center for Development and Democracy; and the founder and editor of the New England Journal of Public Policy for more than twenty years, a semiannual publication of the McCormack Graduate School. He is also a Visiting Professor of Political Studies at the University of the Western Cape in South Africa. He is the author of a number of prize winning books on Northern Ireland including  The Uncivil Wars: Ireland Today(1983), Biting at the Grave(1990), and Shades of Difference(1990). 


O'Malley spent time in Northern Ireland in the 1970s and 1980s, during 'The Troubles', a period of sectarian strife and violence. He became interested in the way that South Africa, also facing internal division, had gone from apartheid to a racially integrated democracy without a civil war. In 1992, he participated in bringing some of the South African figures in that transition to Boston, Massachusetts for a meeting with representatives of the factions in Northern Ireland. In 1996, he helped arrange a second such meeting, in Belfast, attended by South Africans Cyril Ramaphosa of the African National Congress and Roelf Meyer of the white National Party.


Between 1989-1999, O'Malley conducted his historical collection, which includes 2,000 hours of interviews tracking South Africa's transition to democracy, is archived in written transcription and on audio tape at the Robben Island Museum/Mayibuye Archives [University of the Western Cape]. Electronic access to the historical collection, The Heart of Hope: South Africa's Transition from Apartheid to Democracy, 1989-1996, www.omalley.co.za, Learning Online, Cape Town, South Africa, 2004. His assiduous work of recording the different perspectives and developing attitudes within South Africa during the ten-year period had earned [Nelson Mandela's] highest regard. What particularly impressed Mr. Mandela was O'Malley's determination to face the greatest challenge posed once upon a time by W.B. Yeats, namely 'to hold in a single thought reality and justice'.


In 2007, based on these experiences, O'Malley became involved in working toward reconciliation within Iraq. He helped arrange a conference at a resort in Finland, where 16 Iraqis met with experienced negotiators from South Africa and Ireland who described the processes toward peace in their countries. The Iraqis concluded the meeting by agreeing among themselves on a statement based partly on the Mitchell Principles developed during the Northern Ireland peace process. 


O'Malley has monitored elections in South Africa, Mozambique, and the Philippines on behalf of the National Democratic Institute for International Affairs. He is also a frequent contributor to The Boston Globe. O'Malley was born in Dublin. He was educated at University College, Dublin, and at Yale, Tufts and Harvard universities in the United States. 

