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If there is a single concept that is fundamental to the identity of Europe, it is freedom. Freedom from tyranny and the arbitrary exercise of authority; freedom from the indignity of poverty; freedom to shape one's life and to express one's beliefs and opinions. 

Freedom has been central to the life of Ramon Trias Fargas. As a minister he helped free Catalonia's economic forces. A tireless campaigner for the rights of the handicapped, he initiated legislation which helped thousands of people with disabilities to enjoy their freedom as citizens. And, of course, he was the co-author of Catalonia's Statute of Autonomy. I am proud tonight to receive the Memorial which has been established in his name. 

It gives me particular pleasure to join Carles Gasòliba on this occasion. An eminent economist like Ramon Trias Fargas, Carles Gasòliba has rendered extraordinary service to Catalonia, to Spain and to Europe for more than thirty-five years. As Secretary-General of the Patronat Català Pro Europa and as a long-standing member of the European Parliament he has been a tireless ambassador for Europe in Catalonia and for Catalonia and Spain in Europe. As a legislator he has played a central role in the creation of the European single market and the Euro. Today, as a Senator, as President 

of the European Studies Institute of the Universitat Internacional de Catalunya, as President of the Fundació Llibertat i Democràcia and in many other positions of leadership Carles Gasòliba continues to shape the Europe and the Catalonia of the future. I am proud to count him among 

my friends. 

Freedom, I said, is fundamental to the identity of Europe and to our identity of Europeans. But freedom is an unquiet, impermanent possession. It can never be taken for granted. Freedom, as Jefferson recalled, comes at a price - the price of vigilance. Freedom needs to be defended not only against its enemies, but it also, occasionally, needs to be protected from its friends. 

Today our liberties as Europeans are under attack from terrorists. We must defend our liberties against these attacks with all necessary firmness and determination. But we must not do so in ways which corrode the very liberties we are seeking to protect. Our resolve must be strong and unwavering. It must also be matched by a sense of proportion. 

Let us look at some of the difficult questions that confront us.

Terrorism constitutes one of the most serious threats to international peace and security. Terrorists target the essence to democracy, which is that political conflicts must be resolved through peaceful means. Terrorists deny people their right to life. Terrorism inspired by groups such as Al Qaeda also denies people their right to freedom of expression, and their right to freedom of religion. To protect citizens against terrorism therefore is one of the most important duties of states. To be truly free man must be free from fear. Security is a precondition of liberty.

The people of Spain know this from long and bitter experience. Terrorists attacks in Spain, from the more than 800 murders by ETA to the butchery of March 11, 2004 in Madrid, have claimed a terrible price in death and suffering. Of those wounded in body and spirit, including relatives and friends, many will remain scarred for life. 

However, in their suffering the people of Spain have also shown great strength. They have reacted with courage and dignity. Against those who believe in the power of the bomb they have deployed the power of the law. Against those who believe in violence they have deployed the power of persuasion. In this way the people of Spain have denied the terrorists victory. Spain has shown that democracy is stronger than terrorists tend to assume, and in doing so the Spanish people have provided an important service to Europe. 

Recent developments have kindled a spark of hope that Spain may be spared further violence by ETA. No doubt difficult times still lie ahead. But Europe is confident that Spain's democratic institutions can and will provide the framework for a solution. 

In Europe as a whole in recent decades more than four thousand people died in terrorist attacks, and many more have been killed around the world. The threat of terrorism inspired by Osama bin Laden and his followers remains high, as illustrated by the failed plots this summer to blow up trains in Germany and airliners leaving from the United Kingdom. In the UK alone the authorities are working to contend with some 200 groupings or networks, totalling over 1600 identified individuals who are actively engaged in plotting, or facilitating, terrorist acts in Europe and elsewhere. Although attacks with conventional weapons remain more likely, the risk of attacks with radiological, biological, or chemical weapons is growing. Should terrorists succeed one day in detonating a nuclear bomb the effects would be staggering. Since 2004 European defences against terrorist have been strengthened significantly, both nationally and at the level of the European Union, and many attacks have been prevented. However, we cannot exclude that some attacks will succeed. 
We face a deadly peril and one which is likely to last for a considerable number of years. Our freedom in Europe is under attack. To fight terrorism thus is a practical necessity as well as 

a  moral duty and a legal obligation under international law. 

Still, in this fight like in others, the end does not justify all means. The purpose of terrorists is 

to provoke western governments into overreacting by undermining the rights we have pledged

to uphold. It is a trap we must avoid, again for both principled and practical reasons.

The fight against terrorism is a fight to protect fundamental values. We cannot defend our values by sacrificing them. To defend our principles effectively against terrorism we must live by them. Some issues require careful balancing of liberty and security. Data protection, for example. EU Member States and the EU as a whole still need to do more to facilitate data exchange across borders in the fight against serious cross-border crime, including terrorism. But while improving data exchange, we should simultaneously enhance cross-border data protection. Or take freedom of expression. Freedom of expression is one of the essential foundations of a democratic society, and it includes the freedom to impart ideas which "offend, shock or disturb the State or any sector of the population", as the European Court of Human Rights put it in Handyside v. United Kingdom. However, freedom of speech is not absolute. It must not be abused to undermine the very foundations of democracy, for example in a provocation to commit terrorist offences. The recent Council of Europe Convention on the Prevention of Terrorism gets the balance right. 

It protects freedom of expression, except where someone intends to incite the commission of a terrorist offence, "where such conduct, whether or not directly advocating terrorist offences, causes a danger that one or more of such offences may be committed". The essential limitation provided by the definition is that the message must create a danger of a terrorist offence. As the UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights and Terrorism has argued, this is an approach which gets the balance right.

Not all human rights issues in the fight against terrorism require balancing. Some human rights are absolute. The ban on torture, for example, may never be infringed, not even in a state of emergency. 

This is not just any policy issue. Respect for human rights is the foundation upon which the European Union has been constructed. Respecting human rights in the fight for terrorism is important because of who we are. 

It is also necessary in order to fight terrorism effectively. Only when Muslims and non-Muslims work together on the basis of  common principles - the principles of universal human rights - 

will we be able to overcome Al Qaeda and their followers in the long term. Of course we must 

stop today's terrorists. But we must also stop the next generation of terrorists from being recruited. This means we must win the hearts and minds of those Muslims in whose name the terrorists perversely claim to act. 

I am concerned about the process of radicalisation of Muslims that we see in parts of Europe, 

South East Asia and the Arab world.

As demonstrated by last year's vicious attacks in London, the terrorist threat to Europe emanates 

not only from across our borders, but also from local networks rooted in their own breeding ground. Radical ideologues and terrorist recruiters are targeting Muslim communities both outside and inside the EU. Aided by the power of modern technology, in particular the Internet, they seek to fuel and exploit feelings of oppression, discrimination and humiliation. The core of the issue is propaganda which distorts conflicts around the world as a supposed proof of a clash between the West and Islam and which claims to give individuals both an explanation for grievances and an outlet for their anger. This diagnosis distorts perceptions of Western policies and increases suspicions of hidden agendas and double standards.

Addressing this challenge is beyond the power of governments alone. Today's terrorism will only be defeated with the engagement of the public, and especially Muslims, in Europe and beyond. 

To defeat the extremists, Western countries need to win the battle for hearts and minds. We need to engage in this fight together with Muslims, on the basis of common values. Those values are centred on a respect for the sanctity of life, for democracy and human rights. This is why the promotion and protection of human rights, regardless of nationality or creed, is key to the prevention of terrorism.

To be effective in our efforts to promote human rights globally as Western countries we must lead by example. If western countries do not respect the rights of Muslim detainees that will only alienate Muslims further. In the Spring of this year EU Foreign Ministers called on the US Administration to close Guantanamo. Detention without trial is incompatible with the rule of law. The recent statement (September 15, 2006) agreed by EU Foreign Ministers, calling on the US to ban secret prisons, reflects the depth of concern in Europe over this issue. Secret prisons and extraordinary renditions are morally wrong, legally unacceptable and counterproductive in the fight against terrorism. 

At the same time, however, it must be said that the battle for hearts and minds cannot be won by the West or by non-Muslims alone. Muslims, too, carry a heavy responsibility, both in Europe and elsewhere in the world. Just as non-Muslims must guard against double standards, stereotypes, prejudice and bigotry, so should Muslims. The revolting phenomenon of anti-Semitism remains widespread among Muslims and efforts to eradicate it have been half-hearted at best. Extremist, anti-Western propaganda is the daily fare in much of the media in the Muslim world. The claim that the CIA was responsible for 9/11, and Muslims had nothing to do with it - a popular conspiracy theory among many Muslims - is, frankly, insulting. Nor do violations of fundamental rights promote a positive image of the Muslim world. As Dr Kim Howells said earlier this year: "reports of raped women being punished and stoned; restrictions on other religions, including death sentences pronounced on Christian converts, poor human rights records and authoritarian, undemocratic governments all have a negative impact which we cannot ignore." 

There is a second reason why human rights protection is a core element in the strategy against radicalisation and terrorist recruitment which the European Union adopted last December. The rule of law, good governance, and protection of basic freedoms are among the strongest tools in the fight against terrorism. 

Terrorist movements often arise in societies where human rights are denied and opportunities for political expression are lacking. This is why the European Union and its partners must make a priority - some would say: more of a priority - of combating human rights violations. 

Take, for example, the issue of torture. Torture is abhorrent and illegal in all circumstances - including in the struggle against terrorism. However, one quarter of the world's states are not yet a party to the International Convention Against Torture. Efforts to achieve universal ratification and implementation urgently need to be intensified. Diplomatic initiatives are also required to encourage states to sign, ratify and implement the Optional Protocol to the Torture Convention, which allows for on-site country visits by the UN Committee against Torture. All EU Member States have ratified the Torture Convention, but the Protocol has so far been signed by only 18 and ratified by 7 of them, so that the EU still needs to improve its own record. 

The Torture Convention sets out the well-known principle of non-refoulement of people to countries where they would be at risk of being tortured. Diplomatic assurances that a suspect will not be tortured are an inadequate guarantee when provided by countries where torture is "endemic" or "a recalcitrant or enduring problem", as the European Court of Human Rights ruled (Chahal v. United Kingdom). Sweden has been criticised by the UN Human Rights Committee for having obtained diplomatic assurances from Egypt which were not sufficient to eliminate the risk of ill-treatment to a level consistent with the ban on torture.

It is time for me to conclude. The fight against terrorism is a fight to protect the rights and values that are at the heart of what Europe stands for. We must not flinch in this fight. But we should also make sure to wage this fight within the framework of international rights. 

In difficult times governments often feel tempted to change the rules. But the human rights treaties were written to guide us precisely in difficult times. They were written with the atrocities of the First World War and the Second World War in mind. The Geneva Conventions, the Convention against Torture and the other human rights treaties were drafted and ratified to make sure governments would remain true to their principles even at the worst of times. They should continue to guide us now. 

The fight against terrorism is first and foremost a conflict about values. It is a struggle to preserve essential liberties, including the right to live in freedom from fear. Provided that as democracies we remain committed to our own principles I have no doubt that we can win this fight. Our values are our best defence. 

