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Political Timeline

2007 November 17 – Elections held for the Assembly of Kosovo – Democratic Party of Kosovo wins the elections with 34.2% of the vote

2007 December 10 – the trilateral UN group (Russia, EU, US) fails to bring about a negotiated solution between Serbia and Kosovo – International Crisis Group projects Kosovo will declare independence within one month 

2007 December 12 – President Sejdiu nominates the leader of the Democratic Party, Hashim Thaci to form the government 

2008 January 9 – Thaci states in the Assembly that he pledges to work for an “independent” and “democratic Kosovo – further reiterate that independence (supervised, conditional, full) will not solve Kosovo’s problems 

( Thaci nominates new ministers – Gjerj Dedaj of the Liberal Party of Kosovo, is announced as Deputy Minister of Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare 

2008 February 17 - Kosovo declares independence. Serbia says declaration to be illegal. Europe's major powers and the United States recognise independence.

2008 February 21- US Embassy in Belgrade attacked. Several hundred protesters attacked the US and other embassies in Serbia's capital in anger at Western support for Kosovo's independence.

2008 March 17 - Serb opponents of independence seize a UN courthouse in Mitrovica, and more than 100 people are injured in subsequent clashes with UN and NATO forces. A UN police officer is killed. The clashes force a UN pullout.
2008 March 19 - Serbia's neighbours Croatia and Hungary recognize Kosovo's new independence. Bulgaria recognized the day after. 

2008 April 9 - Parliament adopts new constitution to come in force on June 15.

Executive Summary

The transition of Kosovo to conditional or supervised independence is a complicated issue. Russia’s firm support of Serbia’s refusal to accept that it has lost its one time province puts the EU and the UN in a difficult position. Under threat of veto from Moscow, the UN Security Council (UNSC) will not revoke Resolution 1244 (enacted in 1999) which acknowledged Serbian sovereignty, while setting up the UN Mission (UNMIK) to prepare Kosovo for the assumed eventuality of self-governance. On December 10, 2007, the Democratic Party of Kosovo was elected to the Assembly. This properly elected government (with a Serbian minority) makes it seem likely that an independence timetable will be announced within two months. 

EU/US and Russian diplomats explored the bleak prospects for a Kosovo-Serbia agreement in autumn 2007. The EU and UN have been unable to find an alternative method to achieving Kosovar independence without requiring the support of the UNSC. The EU has since decided that it must take the lead in any further negotiations. 

Kosovo and the Western Balkans have become less stable in the last several months and this is not a situation that can simply become a “frozen conflict” – action must be taken. According to the recommendation of the International Crisis Group
, France, Germany, Italy, the UK and the US should, despite Serbian and Russian opposition, promptly begin the implementation of a plan to orchestrate the peaceful transition to conditional independence. They have set a timeline of May 2008. Unfortunately, recent political developments in Kosovo and neighbouring Serbia have made this timeline unworkable. Kosovo’s new Prime Minister Thaci has expressed strong feelings about an independent Kosovo and his government seems unrelenting in this sentiment. The first round of the Serbian elections has seen a pro-Russia candidate (Tomislav Nikolic) emerge as the front runner. The second place candidate, Boris Tadic, (who is courting the support of Liberal Democrat Cedomir Jovanovic), is also against Kosovo’s independence – yet, he is pro-EU which may allow room for possible future negotiations.  

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe has been advised by Lord Russell-Johnston
 that compromise between Serbia and Kosovo is impossible. He states that the UNSC must impose a solution. Unfortunately, as stated, the hands of the UNSC are tied by Russia’s veto power. Lord Russell-Johnston states that a unilateral declaration of independence by Kosovo should not be excluded as an option. This situation, however, requires the EU member states to come to a common agreement on whether or not to recognize an independent Kosovo. 

Recommendations

The situation in Kosovo requires further monitoring as it could change at any point in the next several weeks. Increased communication between LI and Mr. Dedaj is essential to maintain a stream of the most up to date information. The second round of the Serbian Presidential elections occurring in February will set the tone for future Serbian-Kosovo relations. With current information, if Mr. Nikolic wins the Presidency, negotiation with Serbia will be difficult due to his pro-Russia outlook. If with the support of parties like the Serbian Liberal Democrats, Mr. Tadic manages to win, negotiation might be possible due to his pro-EU viewpoint. The situation must continue to be monitored on a daily basis to make sure LI is kept fully up to date on any and all developments. The unilateral separation of Kosovo will likely plunge the region into renewed violence, with Serbs (both within Kosovo and in Serbia) strongly against this action – ethnic tensions are currently at the boiling point and a return to violence is almost inevitable without international support. While the PACE accepts that this should not be excluded as an option, it seems in line with LI policy to push for a multi-lateral agreement to be reached to prevent the violence that would likely ensue with a unilateral declaration of independence. 

“The solution of the Kosovo status process is a fundamental element for ensuring peace and long-term stability.”


- Lord Russell-Johnston
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